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Breathing Easier: Emory, Oglethorpe and Mercer Are First 
Campuses in DeKalb to Become Tobacco-Free  

Board of Health partners with local universities on health initiative      
 

ATLANTA, Apr. 3, 2012   – The DeKalb County Board of Health recently announced a 
partnership with three local universities – Emory University, Oglethorpe University and 
Mercer University – to create tobacco-free campuses.  The three schools are the first four-
year universities in DeKalb to take the step to eliminate on-campus tobacco use.  The 
initiative will help reduce tobacco use and secondhand smoke exposure among students, 
faculty and staff on the campuses.   

 
The tobacco-free campus initiative is being supported by the DeKalb County Board of 
Health’s DeKalb Putting Prevention to Work program.  The Board of Health is supporting 
the colleges by providing resources and support to initiate 100 percent tobacco-free 
campus policies, including producing posters to help prepare the campuses for the 
upcoming changes.  These specially-designed “Picture DeKalb Healthy” posters 
encourage campus residents to imagine a healthier, tobacco-free environment.  The 
DeKalb County Board of Health’s partnership with the colleges is one component of a 
multi-pronged approach to reduce secondhand smoke exposure and help residents live 
tobacco-free.   
 
“We are excited to be among the first universities in DeKalb County to take this important 
step,” said Linda Johns, R.N., Assistant Manager of Student Health and Tobacco Task 
Force Member at Mercer University.  “This initiative not only creates a healthier 
environment for all who visit our campuses, but it also further aligns Mercer with its 
commitment to health and well-being.”  

 
Emory, Oglethorpe and Mercer aim to be tobacco-free by Fall 2012.  The three schools 
will join more than 252 other colleges and universities nationwide in implementing 100 
percent tobacco-free campus policies.1  
 
The selected universities will conduct a variety of activities to become tobacco-free, 
including creating a tobacco task force, developing a campus-wide tobacco action plan, 
and creating an implementation guide documenting the tobacco-free campus policy  
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process.  The schools will also offer smoking cessation classes and other resources to 
help students and staff “kick the habit” in preparation for their new tobacco-free 
environments.   
 
“We are conducting awareness activities to educate employees and students about the 
dangers of tobacco use and cessation resources,” said Cathy Grote, R.N., Director of the 
Health Service Department and Tobacco Task Force Member at Oglethorpe University.  
“We realize that this change cannot happen overnight and we will need to provide people 
with the tools to make this transition successful.” 
 
"Partnerships that reach college students with innovative health interventions help them to 
adopt healthy behaviors that last a lifetime.  These behaviors contribute significantly to the 
nation's goal of building a healthier workforce," said S. Elizabeth Ford, M.D., M.B.A., 
District Health Director of the DeKalb County Board of Health. 

 
Tobacco use is the leading preventable cause of death in the United States.  Smoking and 
smokeless tobacco can cause numerous health problems, including cancer, heart disease, 
asthma attacks, respiratory and ear infections and tooth and gum diseases. 
 
About DeKalb Putting Prevention to Work  
DeKalb Putting Prevention to Work is an ongoing effort of the DeKalb County Board of 
Health to promote a healthy lifestyle that includes eating right, staying active, seeing a 
doctor, and being smoke-free. The program focuses on reducing chronic disease cases 
and deaths associated with tobacco use and obesity.  For more information about the 
DeKalb County Board of Health’s smoke-free environment efforts, please visit 
www.dekalbhealth.net/DPPW. 

 
 

### 
 

1
 American Lung Association. Colleges and Universities With 100% Tobacco-Free Campus 

Policies, Updated October 2011. Accessed Nov. 29, 2011.  Available at 
http://www.lungusa.org/stop-smoking/tobacco-control-advocacy/reports-resources/tobacco-policy-
trend-reports/college-report-2011.pdf. 
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Poster Campaign Samples 
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Tobacco-Free Programs in Action on DeKalb College Campuses 
 

 
Far left: EveLyn Wedge, Mercer University Tobacco-Free Task Force Coordinator, and student 
Tobacco-Free Task Force members prepare to encourage faculty and students to quit tobacco use. 
 

 
From left to right: Ashley Blake and Cathy Grote, R.N. and Oglethorpe Tobacco Task Force 
Coordinator, set up a tobacco education area at Oglethope University. 
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A sample of Emory’s tobacco free campus signs 


